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FIGURE 11.1  Title Slide Illustrating Clean Visual Theme

Source: © American Psychologicial Association.

FIGURE 11.2  Title PowerPoint 
Presentation Slide From APA, 2011
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20 feet back. For most conference audiences, use a standard 
font throughout the presentation (if your audience comes 
from a design profession, you might consider multiple 
fonts). Whatever the background of the audience, remember: 
Readability takes precedence over style.

For presentations, fonts that are sans serif such as Arial or 
Verdana (without the platform or extra strokes, like Gara-
mond, which is used in this chapter) are recommended. Such 
sans serif fonts reduce clutter when projected on the screen. 
In addition, avoid “ALL CAPS” because they are hard to 
read; furthermore, minimize your use of italics (which can 
also detract from legibility).

The text in your presentation software should reinforce 
your points, not repeat them verbatim.

Here are additional guidelines:

•• Don’t read verbatim what is on the slide; your job is to explain, not read.
•• Avoid complete sentences; bullet points work well instead.
•• Present one big idea on a slide (this can be made through multiple points).


